


From Our Readers 


leige, Belgium 1/29 


DEAR HAM MAGAZINE, 
THE ENGRAVING AT RIGHT IS MEANT TO REPRESENT A 


CULINARY ADVENTURE OUT OF MY CHILDHOOD, IT DEPICTS 
I AND MY GRANNY LEONARD WHO IS SHOWN SERVING ME HER 
SPECIAL BOILED PIGS' FEET DINNER. THIS HAPPENED ONE 
DAY BACK IN HANNIBAL (MO.), HOME OF MY BIRTHPLACE, 
WHEN I WAS 'TWIXT TWELVE AND TWENTY, AS THE SAYING 
GOES (84). 

IN THE PICTURE, GRANNY LEONARD IS SAYING, 
"THERE THOSE SQUIRRELS GO AGAINI" YOU SEE, GRANNY, 
sponrAweryrg, SUFFERED FROM HARDENING OF THE ARTERIES, 
AND AS A RESULT SHE WAS FOREVER IMAGINING THAT SHE 
HEARD SQUIRRELS RUNNING ACROSS THE ROOF (WHEN IN 
REALITY IT WAS ONLY MICE AND REINDEER, AND HAYHE A 
FEW STARFISH), HARDENING OF THE ARTERIES MUST HAVE 
MAYBE AFFECTED HER COOKING, TOO; I DON'T SEE ANY 
WAY ELSE TO EXPLAIN IT. FOR, ON THE DAY IN QUESTION WHEN SHE SERVED ME THE BOILED 
PIGS! FEET DINNER, SHE HAD SOMEHOW NEGLECTED TO REMOVE ANY OF THE BRISTLES! 





cont. from page one: 


OH, I KNEW THOSE PIGS' FEST LOOKED FUNNY! BUT NOT BEING ONE TO QUESTION THE 
GROWN-UP WORLD, WHICH STRUCK ME AS PECULIAR AND UNFATHOMABLE IN MOST OF ITS 
ASPECTS ANYWAY, I WENT AHEAD AND GORGED ON THE DISH, BRISTLES AND ALL. (IF YOU'VE 
EVER EATEN ANY WILD REAVER YOU'LL KNOW WHAT I WENT THROUGH. WHEW. ) 

UPSHOT WAS I SOON COMMENCED TO SUFFER FROM THE MOST TERRIBLE BELCHING FITS 

YOU EVER SAW! THEY WERE HORRIBLE INDEED, VIOLENT AND PROLONGED IN THE EXTREME. 
SOON, AS THE MONTHS WORE ON, MY CONDITION SHOWED NO SIGNS OF ABATING, "FART- 
BELCHES" WAS WHAT REVEREND PEENTHAL, OUR MINISTER, FINALLY NAMED THEM, ON 
ACCOUNT OF THAT'S WHAT THEY SMELLSD LIKE, HARDLY OF THIS EARTH AT ALL. 

IT WAS ALSO SAID AT THAT TIME AMONG THE TOWNSPEOPLE OF HANNIBAL THAT I WAS 
ABOUT AS PLEASANT TO BE AROUND AS “TWAIN'S REMAINS" (THIS REFERRED TO HOW, AS 
A NATIVE SON OF HANNIBAL, THE FAMOUS AUTHOR OF TOM SAWYER AND HUCKLEBERRY FINN 
HAD BEEN VERY POORLY PRESERVED SITTING UPRIGHT IN HIS ROCKING CHAIR AT THE NEARBY 
LOCAL HISTORICAL MUSEUM. NOT EVEN THE HEAVY RUBRER BOOTS THAT WERE PLACED ON 
THE OLD CADAVER'S FEET AND HEAD NOR THE DOZENOR SO CANS OF AIR WICK THAT THE 
CHAMBER-OF-COMMERCE KEPT SET OUT IN A CIRCLE AROUND HIS CHAIR COULD CONTROL THE 
ODOR, AND FOR THIS REASON "TWAIN'S REMAINS" WERE NOT A POPULAR EXHIBIT) AND 


A SHOE, WAS SHUNNED AND LEFT TO WANDER FAR AND WIDE ON MY OWN, BELCHING ALI. THE WAY. 

WHO KNOWS? I MIGHT EASILY HAVE BECOME AN OBJECT OF FITY AND RETICULE HAD I 
NOT EVENTUALLY REACHED BELGIUM, WHICH IS A COUNTRY VERY AFTLY NAMED RECAUSE IN 
BELGIUM, OF COURSE, EVERYBODY BELCHES A LOT. IN FACT, HERE IN BELGIUM WHERE HEAVY, 
NON-STOP BELCHING IS THE NORM, I AM WORSHIPPED AS A SORT OF MINOR DIETY; (ALWAYS 
FROM AFAR.) 

IT IS EVEN SAID THAT MY CONTINUED PRESENCE IN THIS COUNTRY HAS GIVEN RISE TO 
THE POFULAR OLD BELGIUM SAYING: "HE'S EITHER A BELLHOP OR A FELEMNITE." 

SO THERE YOU HAVE IT. TRIUMPH OVER TRAGEDY. AND THIS IS JUST TO SUGGEST THAT 
IF YOUR TRAVELING GOURMET REPORTER, ONE MR. RINGOLD WHORSON, WOULD CARE TO TRAVEL 
TO BELGIUM AND JOIN ME, I BET HE WOULD BE WORSHIPPED TOO, THANKS TO THE UNFOR- 
GETABLE EFFECT PLAYED ON HIS BREATH BY THAT DOG END HE INGESTED LAST ISSUE. IT 
WOULD BE BETTER FOR ALL CONCERNED, HOWEVER, IF HE JUST STAYED HOME AND 
BOILED HIS FEET. 


EVER YOUR DEVOTED READER - EEL "JUST A LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN IN MY BELCHES" LEONARD 
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By Eddie West 

A Catthage woman reported 
seeing a ‘Big Foot’ type image 
while hanging clothes out to dry 
last week. 

Ann Collins, who lives at 122 


Cordell Hull Drive near the 
Cumberland River, reported the 
spotting to the Carthage Police 
Department at 1:46 p.m. last 
Thursday. 

“ft was hanging out some 
clothes in my backyard when I 
smelled this bad odor. It smelled 
like stale food," Collins explain- 
ed. ‘Then L heard something 
trampling in the weeds and | 
looked around. It made a growl- 
ing sound and [ thought oh my 
God what is it.”* 

“I stood there a few seconds in 
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‘And in other news... 


shock and then I grabbed my 
basket of clothes, tan inside the 
house, locked the doors and call- 
ed the police,” Collins con- 
tinued. 

Collins, who saw only the face, 
described the image as being bet- 
ween seven and nine feet tall, 
having a hairy face and green 
eves. 

“T ain't never been scared 
before, but that scared me. It 
looked like it was lvoking at 
me,"* Collins said. 

The animal-type image was 
said to have been peering over a 
seven-foot fence in a bushy areca 
located at the back of Collins’ 
home. 

Carthage Police searched the 
area behind Collins’ home, but 


PARKING FoR 
PERFECTLY HEALTHY 
ASSHOLES WHO PARK 
IN THE HANDICAPPED SLOT 


found nothing but a path in the 
vicinity of where the image was 
spotted, 


Investigating officer David 
Gross, who immediatcly respond- 
ed to the call, said nothing was 
spotted when he arrived at the 
scene, 

The police department has not 
received any recent incidents of 
pranks being reported, according 
to Gross, 

Collins shrugged off the idea 
the image could have been a 
Prank. 

“I don’t think it was a person 
just playing. [ ain't never seen a 
mask that looked like it,” Collins 
said. ‘It looked like a human 
more than an animal."’ 








HAM pg 3 


TELEHAM WAM, FRANCE 
aS = 
2-29-$1 2:32 AM 
To: JOHN EF MUMBLES, EDITOR ,HAM MAGAZINE, WICHITA, KS 
JOuN: STOP. RECUPERATING NICELY. STOP: ARNOLD QuiTE 
EXCELLENT COMPANY, STOP. HAVING- SOME PROBLEMS 
HALLVCINATING HOWEVER: STOP: KEEP SEEING MYSELF 
AS SOME SEM1-VAPOROUS THING EMERGING FROM A MAN- 
HOLE IN A BUSY STREET IN SOME KIND OP COMPUTERIZED 
LANDSCAPE: STOP. WILL CoNTINUE 
ASSIGNMENT MEETING MISTER 
LEONARD IN LEIGE IN “A” 
FEW WEEKS: STOP. 


SINCERELY - STOP 
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HAM #3, The "he eats the snouts and trotters first" 
(F. Zappa) issue. MUMBLES POB 8312, Wichita, KS 
67208 U.S.A. Price: One S.A.S.E. Cheap. 


